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I. Introduction:

The 14th annual conference of the Asian Association of Open Universities was held on October 25-27 at the EDSA Shangrila Hotel in Mandaluyong City, Metromanila. Hosted by the University of the Philippines Open University the conference had for its theme "“Ideology, Pedagogy and Technology: Issues in Open Learning and Distance Education. This year’s conference theme sought to focus attention on the ever increasing role of technology in the field of education in general and of open and distance learning in particular and to invite conference participants to rethink both in theory and practice how these developments impinge on the traditional concepts of ODL as a vehicle for bringing learning to those who are otherwise unreachable by conventional means. These concerns are especially valid in the Asian context where technology is at best uneven in its reach.  

A one-day set of pre-conference workshops was also held on October 24 in the same venue.

II. The participants:

A. Main conference

In all a total of 197 participants from 21 countries attended the main conference. Of these, 110 or 56 per cent were from the Philippines, 87 or 44 per cent were from other countries. Among them were the heads of institutions in ODL from China, Hongkong, Korea, the Philippines, India, Sri Lanka and Vietnam. Of the 28 full members of the AAOU, 17 were represented in the conference. The 11 full members that did not have representation were from China (5 institutions), India (4 institutions), Jordan (Al-Quds Open University) and Pakistan (Allama Iqbal Open University). Representation was much lower among associate members. Out of 22 only six institutions were represented. 

While majority of participants were from educational institutions, other types of organizations were also represented. The profile of participants is shown in tables 1a and 1b.    

Table 1a. Educational Institutions represented by country and number of participants

	Country
	Institution
	Number of Participants

	Australia
	Curtin University 
	2

	
	Swinburne University of Technology
	1

	
	University of South Australia
	1

	Bangladesh
	Bangladesh Open University
	1

	Canada
	Acadia University
	2

	
	Simon Fraser University
	4

	
	University of British Columbia
	2

	China
	Harbin Radio and TV University
	1

	
	Shaanxi Radio and TV University
	2

	
	Beijing Radio and TV University
	1

	
	CCRTVU
	4

	
	Shanghai TV University
	1

	UK
	Open University
	2

	Germany
	Carl Von Ossietzky University of Oldenburg
	1

	Hongkong
	OUHK
	8

	India
	IGNOU
	2

	
	Kota Open University
	1

	
	Nalanda Open University
	1

	Indonesia
	Universitas Terbuka
	4

	Iran
	Payame Noor University
	10

	Israel
	The Open University of Israel
	1

	Japan
	Saga University
	1

	
	University of the Air
	4

	Korea
	Korea National Open University
	3

	
	Seoul National University
	6

	Malaysia
	Universiti Putra Malaysia
	1

	
	Universiti Teknologi Mara
	1

	
	University Tun Abdul Razak
	2

	Philippines
	Adiong Memorial Polytechnic State College
	1

	
	AMA Computer College
	2

	
	Asian Institute for Distance Education
	1

	
	Asian Institute of Journalism and Communication
	1

	
	Bicol University 
	1

	
	CAP College Foundation
	2

	
	Cavite State University
	1

	
	Cebu Distance Learning Center
	1

	
	Central Luzon State University
	2

	
	Central Visayas Polytechnic College
	1

	
	Centro Escolar University
	2


Table 1a. Continued 

	Country
	Institution
	Number of Participants

	
	De La Salle University
	1

	
	DMMSU Open University
	2

	
	Laguna State Polytechnic College
	4

	
	Leyte Normal University
	1

	
	New Era University
	2

	
	Nueva Viscaya State Institute of Technology
	1

	
	Pablo Borbon Memorial Institute of Technology
	1

	
	Pangasinan State University
	1

	
	Polytechnic University of the Philippines
	3

	
	Rizal Polytechnic College
	1

	
	SAIDI 
	1

	
	Samar State Polytechnic College
	2

	
	St. Mary’s University
	1

	
	St Paul University 
	1

	
	STI Network of Colleges and Education Centers
	1

	
	Technological University of the Philippines
	1

	
	University of Negros Occidental Recoletos
	1

	
	University of the Philippines Diliman
	9

	
	University of the Philippines Open University
	45

	
	Visayan Maritime Academy
	1

	
	West Visayas State University
	1

	
	Western Mindanao State University
	1

	Singapore
	Singapore Institute of Management
	4

	Sri Lanka
	The Open University of Sri Lanka
	1

	Taiwan 
	National Open University
	1

	Tonga
	University of South Pacific
	1

	Thailand
	Sukhothai Thammatirat Open University 
	2

	Vietnam
	Hanoi Open University 
	2

	
	TOTAL
	179


Table 1b. Other institutions represented by country and number of participants

	Country
	Institution
	Number of Participants

	
	UNESCO
	1

	
	SEAMEO SEARCA
	1

	
	International Rice Research Institute
	1

	Japan
	Japan Ministry of Education
	1

	Korea
	ETRI
	1

	Malaysia 
	FT Knowledge
	2

	Philippines
	Civil Service Commission
	2

	
	Commission on Higher Education
	2

	
	Department of Health
	1

	
	FT Knowledge Philippines. 
	1

	
	John B. Lacson Foundation, Inc.
	2

	
	Colombo Plan Staff College
	1

	
	Megatexts Philippines. Inc.
	1

	USA
	Global Systems Analysis Simulation Association in USA
	1

	
	TOTAL
	18


B. Pre-conference workshops

Three pre-conference workshops held simultaneously were attended by a total of 73 participants broken down as follows:

Table 2. Participants in pre-conference workshops by country

	Country
	Workshop 1
	Workshop 2
	Workshop3

	Australia
	1
	
	

	Hongkong
	1
	
	

	India
	
	
	2

	Indonesia
	1
	1
	

	Japan
	1
	
	

	Korea
	
	1
	

	Malaysia
	
	1
	

	Philippines
	20
	19
	21

	PR China
	1
	2
	

	Thailand
	1
	
	

	TOTAL
	26
	24
	23


Majority of participants came from local conventional educational institutions interested in learning about ODL and how they can transform some of their own programs into the distance mode.

III. The activities:

A. Pre-conference workshops:
The three pre-conference workshops were as follows:

Workshop 1
Developing online and multimedia teaching materials with Dr. Tony Bates, Director of the Centre for Distance Education and Technology of the University of British Colombia.

Workshop 2
Strategies for developing critical thinking in distance learning with Dr. Gary Poole, Director of the Centre for Teaching and Academic Growth at the University of British Columbia. 

Workshop 3
Planning and production of open and distance learning materials with Dr. Fred Lockwood, Senior Lecturer at the Institute of Educational Technology, The Open University, United Kingdom. 

B. Main conference

a.   Opening and closing programs:


The main conference offered the usual mix of plenary sessions and paper and poster presentations. The opening program featured messages from Dr. Tam Sheung Wai, President of AAOU and Dr. Colin Yerbury, representative of Simon Fraser University, one of the co-sponsors of the conference and Dr. Cristina Padolina, Chancellor of the University of the Philippines Open University, the conference host. 

 A message from the UNESCO-PROAP representative would have been part of the opening program but due to problems with scheduling Dr. Wang Yi Bing of UNESCO could not make it on opening day. Hence his message was delivered as part of the closing ceremonies, not an inappropriate move as Dr. Yi Bing provided an effective ending note to the conference as he invited the audience to carry on the lessons learned from the 14th AAOU conference into the next UNESCO-sponsored gathering in China in January 2001. 

The keynote speaker was Dr. Konaiholeva Helu-Thaman, current Head of the School of Humanities of the University of South Pacific, academic, poet and long-time advocate and practitioner of ODL. She gave a compelling speech about the advances of technology in ODL in the Pacific island nations, the bright promise and the pitfalls to be expected both in the context of her specific milieu in Oceania and in the general context of developing societies in Asia and elsewhere. 


Dr. Ester Garcia, Chair of the Commission on Higher Education in the Philippines, the national body in charge of tertiary level education in the Philippines officially welcomed the conference delegates and opened the conference.


Dr. Francisco Nemenzo, President of the University of the Philippines System, of which the UP Open University is a constituent unit, gave the final closing remarks, following addresses by Dr. Tam Sheung Wai, Dr. Wang Yi Bing and the presentation of the Best Paper award.

   b. Plenary speakers

There were four plenary sessions with four plenary speakers, each expounding on the conference theme in various ways. The plenary speakers and their respective papers were:

1.  Motilal Sharma of the Asian Development Bank, Quantum leap for open universities: cutting edge development through information technology
2. Ulrich Bernath of the Carl Von Ossietsky University of Oldenburg, Developing online distance education- hopeless for magic solutions
3. Nancy Van Wagoner of Acadia University, Effective use of learning technologies: taking a learner-centered approach
4. Ip Chi Fun Louisa Kwok, et.al. of the Open University of Hongkong, Open distance and adult learning in selected open universities in Asia; present situation and future trends

   c. Round table discussion with experts

One feature of the program of activities was a round table discussion with experts on ODL. This informal session provided opportunities for networking, interaction, face-to-face discussions between conference participants and experts/discussants. It helped people connect with each other, discuss ideas, share information and perspectives and learn from experts in the field. The discussants were:

Tony Bates, UBC

Gary Poole, UBC

Judith Greene, UKOU

Fred Lockwood, UKOU

Ulrich Bernath, Carl Von Ossietsky University

Olugbemiro Jegede, OUHK

Joan Collinge, Simon Fraser University

Held simultaneously with the roundtable discussion was an informal session with the AAOU President and Secretary General for participants who were interested to know more about the AAOU and how they can benefit from it.

   d. Paper and poster presentations


A total of 64 papers were accepted for oral presentation and 30 as posters. Forty-four of the 64 accepted papers (69 per cent) were presented at the conference by their respective authors. Of the twenty authors who were unable to attend the conference fourteen were from India, three from China, and one each from Bangla Desh, Canada and Israel. Among the poster presenters only seventeen (57 per cent) of the thirty with accepted abstracts were able to attend. 

As in past AAOU conferences, a Best Paper Award was conferred. In this year’s conference the award went to Paul Kawachi of Saga University in Japan for his provocative paper on Japanese distance learners entitled Democratisation of access to learning opportunities: opening up global education to Japanese learners. 
   e.  Exhibitors


Exhibitors in the conference consisted mainly of local companies in the education and information technology fields (hardware and software) as well as representatives of multinational corporations in education and publishing. There was a total of 13 trade exhibitors. Among these were Kogan Page, Pearson Education Asia, and FT (Financial Times) Knowledge.  

   f. Post conference tours


While provisions were made for post-conference tours, a typhoon hit Manila and surrounding areas on the 28th of October rendering travel inadvisable. 

