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Major Transformations take
Open University to its

30

th

Anniversary

Congratulatory words from Mrs Carrie Lam, Chief Executive,
Hong Kong Special Administrative Region and OUHK Chancellor
I am pleased to congratulate The Open University
of Hong Kong (OUHK) on its 30th anniversary and its
outstanding efforts in educating Hong Kong youth to
meet the needs of our economy and our community.
Its 1989 beginnings were modest, with the
pioneering institution focusing on open and distance
education before attaining full university status in
1997. To date, The Open University of Hong Kong
has graduated more than 120,000 students, offering
some 220 programmes for more than 10,000 fulltime and 9,000 part-time students.
The Open University of Hong Kong plays a
critical role in the socio-economic development of
Hong Kong, creating professional programmes to
meet industry’s evolving needs, from testing and

certification to early childhood education, corporate
governance, hospitality management and more. The
university now produces more nursing graduates
annually than any institution in Hong Kong. I am
also delighted to note that the OUHK Jockey Club
Institute of Healthcare, now under construction, will
open in 2020, responding to our community's fastrising needs for healthcare services.
In short, in just 30 years, the university has
become instrumental in nurturing the talent we need
for tomorrow’s Hong Kong. For that, I am grateful.
My congratulations, once again, on the 30th
anniversary of The Open University of Hong Kong. I
wish the university, its management, faculties and
students every success in the next 30 years.

Prof Reggie Kwan (left), Prof Yuk-Shan Wong (centre), and Prof Tong Chong-sze (right) discuss OUHK’s
transformations and future plans.

It has never been more important
than in our fast-changing world for
educational institutions to provide
timely response to any changes in
society. The Open University of Hong
Kong (OUHK), which now celebrates
its 30th anniversary, has always
been fully dedicated to serving our
society and went through several
major transformations since its
establishment in 1989.
The OUHK Jockey Club Institute of Healthcare will open in 2020.

Professor
Yuk-Shan Wong
OUHK President

OUHK has transformed
into a full-fledged
university offering a wide
range of programmes in
both fulltime and parttime modes.
At that time, Hong Kong only had two universities and only
about 2 per cent of young people had a university degree. The
government set up the Open Learning Institute (OLI) – as it was
called at the time – to serve through the distance learning study
mode those who missed out on earlier opportunities to receive a
university education. While OLI was subvented by the government
for the first four years, by 1993 it managed to stand on its own
feet, and has remained self-financing ever since.
Starting out with around 4,000 students, OLI quickly made a
name for itself in open and flexible education, with the institution
registering growth year after year that peaked with 26,000
students in 2001. In fact, it performed so well that, by 1997,
it was qualified to become a university. Since then, OUHK has
proudly stood as the one and only self-financing university
established by the Hong Kong government.

Changing landscape in higher education
Today, OUHK has transformed into a full-fledged university
offering a wide range of programmes in both full-time and parttime modes, at undergraduate as well as postgraduate levels.
The first step to this journey of transformation was taken in 2001,
when the university offered its first full-time, associate degree
programmes.
“The move was in response to the government’s education
reform intending to increase the supply of university places,”
says OUHK President Professor Yuk-Shan Wong. “As time went
by, there was a change in the landscape of higher education.
More secondary school leavers went to study full-time, so there
was less need for part-time education. Secondly, Hong Kong
required more educated youth and, in terms of numbers, full-time
education became more important. We made the right move!”
OUHK won a clear sign of recognition in 2007: it was
given the green light to enter The Joint University Programmes
Admissions System (JUPAS), which amounted to putting its fulltime programmes on a par with those offered by governmentfunded universities.
“Now we have more than 10,000 full-time undergraduates,

OUHK offers students numerous offshore internship
opportunities. Last year some students were placed in
Vietnam.

about one seventh of Hong Kong’s total,” Prof Wong continues,
adding that the university still has 9,000 part-time students as
well.

Expanding the programme offerings to meet
society’s evolving needs
When expanding the programmes on offer, OUHK made and
still makes sure they keep their finger on the pulse of social
requirements, working with the motto “we groom talent according
to the needs of society.”
In Arts, OUHK has expanded into the creative arts with a
slew of exciting programmes on up-to-date topics. Its School of
Science and Technology trains engineers, IT professionals and
runs testing and certification programmes, which were launched
in 2014.
The School of Nursing and Health Studies already has more
than 7,500 graduates working in Hong Kong’s over 50 hospitals
and other organisations. Its new Master’s programme in Chinese
medicine nursing has seen its first graduates this summer.
“Our new programme offerings this year include a double
degree on global business and bilingual communication,” explains
Professor Reggie Kwan, Vice President (Academic). “Students
can get the degree in four years but, of course, they have to
participate in summer study programmes as well.”
OUHK wants its programmes to be practical and directly
applicable. Next year, the psychology department will offer ageing
society and service studies, to serve the ageing population. Global
studies will parallel China studies, while hotel management will
be combined with sustainable tourism. The popular sports and
recreation management programme, rolled out in 2017, will be
followed by one on sports and e-sports management.
“We always plan to add value to whatever programme we
have and find a more practical angle,” Prof Kwan says.

Supporting students with learning material
and practical experience
Since OUHK set about developing industry-oriented full-time
programmes, it has increasingly taken a functional approach to
teaching, aiming to give students practical experience. Some
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We always plan to
add value to whatever
programme we have and
find a more practical angle.

The OUHK Lee Shau Kee School of Business and
Administration has fully integrated global immersion into its
full-time curriculum.

OUHK uses state-of-the-art technologies such as dissection tables in teaching.

programmes – such as hotel management and testing and
certification – require them to participate in internships related to
the profession.
“Last year, we secured a total of more than 2,600 internship
places – quite an impressive figure given our full-time student
population of 10,000. For instance, under two of our internship
programmes, lots of students went to Shanghai and eight of
them went to Vietnam. Employers were so satisfied with their
performance that several of them received job offers, although
they were only in their third year,” Prof Kwan says.
“We also encourage them to do global immersion. Last
year, we placed our students in over 85 cities. For Business and
Administration students we have made this a must, starting from
this year,” he says.
At the faculty’s encouragement, OUHK students participate in
all kinds of competitions, be it academic, cultural or sports, and
do well. The business, science and technology and creative arts
students stand out. For example, last year OUHK students won the
Best Animated Short Film Award at the Golden Horse Awards in
Taipei and this year OUHK was nominated again.
The university is also able to draw on its “open edge”
in educational technology development – a strength it has
accumulated over the years as a pioneer in distance education –
to benefit all students, including its growing full-time population.
“We have a unique Educational Technology and Publishing Unit
that specialises in developing learning material which incorporates
new technology. One of our latest products is the iBook Case
platform, which allows students to access learning material
on a tablet or smartphone, so that they can study anywhere
and anytime,” says Professor Tong Chong-sze, Vice President
(Administration and Development).
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We have so many
milestones, have made so
many breakthroughs; 2019
is a good time to celebrate.
example, the Nursing School, which has been adopting virtual and
augmented technology ahead of its peers, recently purchased
new digital dissection tables to help students investigate the
human anatomy in a realistic 3D manner. Such facilities will be
moved to IOH later.
On a spatial level, IOH is the latest of the university’s campus
expansion initiatives. OUHK wants to make sure that it has
something for everyone: all students will be able to use the new
classrooms, auditoriums, learning commons and a gym looking
out onto the neighbouring park.

Growing research capability
Though primarily positioned as a teaching university, OUHK
has been enriching its research portfolio as it grows fully fledged.
For the past five years, it has been able to apply to the Research
Grants Council for research funds and received up to now over
HK$65 million in research grants on a competitive basis.
The university has been developing its research capacity in
niche areas. It has set up six research institutes, which cover
research in innovative technology and sustainability, digital
culture and humanities, bilingual learning and teaching, open and
innovative education, international business and governance and
Chinese culture.
“We are not asking everybody to do research, but research is
also important, as it enhances the quality of teaching,” says Prof
Wong. “We would like to develop our research activities further,
so that the university’s academic development and education
capability are enhanced.”

Supporting Hong Kong’s development into a
healthy city
The direction of development is now defined by the university’s
new HK$850 million project. The OUHK Jockey Club Institute of
Healthcare (IOH), expected to be ready in 2020, will centralise all
of OUHK’s healthcare-related programmes. OUHK will live up to its
mission of contributing to Hong Kong and at IOH it will be primarily
aiming at supporting its ageing society. “As Hong Kong is moving
towards an ageing society, we contribute to the wellbeing of the
elderly with healthcare initiatives,” Prof Wong explains.
But its sights are set even higher. With the entire healthcare
system in mind, OUHK takes ultimate aim at promoting Hong
Kong as a healthy city by training professionals in all kinds of
healthcare services, including allied health. It is now exploring
several additions to its programme list, with physiotherapy coming
next in the pipeline.
Beyond nursing and healthcare, IOH will also be the nurturing
ground for other specialists who will be essential if Hong Kong is
to become a healthy city, such as sports and recreation managers
and pre-school teachers training in special education needs
(SEN). “IOH will house a SEN centre, where students will be able
to observe how practising professionals take care of children with
SEN,” says Prof Tong.
While IOH is under development, OUHK has been using stateof-the-art technology for teaching nursing for a long time. For

Last year’s graduation show of the creative arts programme
demonstrates OUHK’s success in grooming creative talent.

Celebrating the
30th anniversary
The university’s future plans include continuously
improving the quality of education by strengthening
teaching materials, developing more experiential learning
opportunities, providing more campus space for students to
interact and furthering academic research work, to ensure
its standing as a high-quality full-fledged, multidisciplinary
university in Hong Kong, which can accept students from
outside of Hong Kong as well.
In the meantime, the university is like a beehive, busily
preparing for the 30th anniversary celebrations.
“We have come a long way,” says Prof Tong. “We have
so many milestones, have made so many breakthroughs;
2019 is a good time to celebrate, it is going to be fun!
We want this to be a joyous occasion celebrated with our
colleagues and with the community.”
The programme packed with activities will include
seminars and conferences with many distinguished
scholars sharing their insights and a grand open day to
share OUHK’s achievements with the public. On June 1,
OUHK will stage the Cantonese opera The Dream of the
Red Chamber at the Xiqu Centre in West Kowloon and on
December 5 a big gala dinner in the Hong Kong Convention
and Exhibition Centre will be held to close the celebrations.
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